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Meeting of State Steering Committee on Accessible Elections (SSCAE) on 13™ August 2019

Support expected from following departments:

1)

3)

4)

5)

6)

School/Higher Education Department:

*  Voter Literacy: PwD students in schools shall be educated about their right with respect

to the electoral process.

+  PwD student should be motivated through NGO/Brand Ambassabor/Apang Mitra to
participate in electoral process such as electoral registration, voting etc.

* ltis also requested to add chapter on electoral process and right to vote in the syliabus

of studentsk

*  Students includ’ihg PwD shall be made aware about Assured Minimum Facilities {AMF} at

the polling station so nobody shall be deprived of basic voting rights due to non-
availability of ramp or wheel chairs etc.

Public Health Department:
*  Making availability of PwDs data to the CEO office
. Making aQaiIabi!ity of chairs for PwD voters
* Arrangement of medical assistance/kit at polling stations

Social Justice and Special Assistance Department:
* Management and availability of PwD data with the help of Commissioner, PwD

*  Manpower of the schools, hostels, coHegyes of PwDs shali be made available to the

election machinery
* Volunteers to be made available as Apang Mitra at polling stations

Public Works Department:
*  Ensure support for Assured Minimum Facilities (AMF) at Polling stations as per ECI
guidelines
* Ensure proper ramp for PwDs as per standard gradient 1:10

* Arrangement of PwD friendly furniture -
*  Accessibility to the polling stations such as approach roads and ramps

NCC, NSS, NYKS and Bharat Scouts and Guides:
*  Provide volunteers as Apang Mitra at polling stations during the polling day
*  Apang Mitra and volunteers shall help the PwD voters to reach to the polling stations

Engagement of NGOs/CSOs:

*  NGOs/CSOs shall support in public awareness

*  Support in publicity campaign

* Reach out to PwD organizations

*+ Adopt the polling stations where PwD voters will participate in voting process

*  Motivate PwD electors for registration and voters to participate in voting process

*  Facilitate PwD voters to participate in electoral process
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Basic Etiquette

Etiquette is the right word to use to describe the th

ghtful, considerate

ou
hahavicr thatwe expect to receive from others and givain return. Here is
what ycu cankeep in mind!
For all PwDs and people with specific needs:

4 You may nned to, gulde th

Be patientand try to understand their questions
Requestthem to repeat or write to make things clear

Never tease or laugh at the person

Do rot assume disability by appearance, disability may be invisible
too o '

Be ready to provide end to end accessibility

A short persont may heed ad}usfn“ent in height or pocmonmg of
baltotunit

Allow.extra time fora person Wlth low VtS‘Oﬂ psycha-scocial disability
or otherhigh suppo*t needstocom lete the tasks at polling booth

For the first-time voters clearly explam in advance about the red light
against candidate buttons as they may not be able to hear the long
beepwhich indicates end of voting

When supporting a voter with visual impairment:
jteir attentror; by speakmg ancl touchmg the voters arm and ask

' ;fsfhe needstobe guided -

Gwe a!l d;rect:ons/lnstructaons verbally mclud:ng direction to the baliot
area L

Get acquai nted thh *he Bralile stnp on the kallotunit and provide precise
instructions to the voter about the. baHot unit, braille section and braille
andidate s!f‘eet/bran‘e baliots eet

fm ers to the appropnate place for sbnmg

When supportmg a voterwnth hearing impairment:
fom speakmgy, face hi m/her and maintain

Sobak siowly use body language gestures and facial expressions 1o
communicate. Try writing to communicatefurther

Fora Whéelt:hair user ensure:
That s/he can access the palling booth, move andturn in it easily

That the Ballot unit is easily accessible keeping in mind the height of the
wheelchair ;
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knbwh as form 6 One needs to il thxs up ‘and attach necessary
documents like photo identity proof, resrd,ence proofetc.

+ One can furnish his/her disability detei}t's in row (k) so that the details
can be tagged to respective polling booth for providing appropriate
facilitation \

» If you are already enrolled and wish to add your disability details or
need assistance contact your booth level officer

Where does one get this form?
. If you have access and working knowledge of internet technology, then you can go to
Natlonal Voters’ Services Portal (NVSP) hitps: //www nvsp.in-and fill up the form,
Jnformatlon here ieava‘nrable in English as weH as m Indlan languages Here you fill the

form online and submit it online
OR

« Youcanvisit hitps://eci.gov.in, Take a print of form 6 from website and fill it with a pen.
Attach necessary documents and submit the hard copy by visiting a
VHC (Voter's Help Center)

How do 1 find a convenient Voter’s Help Centre (VHC)?

Visit https‘://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in/Lists/VHCs.aspx. Select
your district. You will get a list of VHCs. It will also give you complete
address with phone numbers. Select a center and go there to

submityour form 6.

What if one is not
an internet user?
Form 6 is available at your
nearest VHC. One can
collect the form from
there and submit it after




Where do | get more information?

. htt’ps,://epi.gdv.in for information regarding Acts, Rules
and Guidelines related to election process

+ https://ceo.maharashtra.gov.In for information
regarding election updates for the state of Maharashtra
(VHCs, Search your name in Electoral Roll, etc.)

+ https://ceo.maharashtra.gov.in/Lists/ListPSs.aspx
for list of polling stations ,

« https://www.nvsp.in for online registration

. https://eci-citizenservices.eci.nic.in for grievances
The Election Commission of India has developed PWD
App for facilitiation and informations. This App is
available on Google Play Store.




Here is how:

- By registering and voting yourself

+ By inspiring others to register and vote

- By studying competing political parties,
individuals and their manifestos to stand by
issues close to your heart

Here is why:

- Since 2001, People with Disabilities have been included in the Census. (Many had to raise
voice THEN) E . ; .

- Since 2014, active training of electoral staff on disabilities began (Many had to push this
agendatirelessly THEN) ‘

+ In2015, The AcceSsible Ind‘i“akl(.;}am paignwas launched (Many had to run extra miles to make
that happen) o ‘

+ In 2016 RPwD (Rights for Persons with Disabilities) Act was enacted with improved features
(Many were roped intowards this milestone development THEN)

Thereis no reason wi y things would not take desirable steps NOW.






